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1 Moooi’s chief designer Marcel Wanders 
describes Valentina, a blown glass pendant, as 
“A magic mirror with the power of crystals which 
transform a simple shell into an endless light 
bouquet of flowers.”
www.ecc.co.nz

2 Marble and granite convey elegance and 
opulence, but can take on a more understated 
look depending on what other materials are 
combined with them. For marble counter tops, 
look online for a list of local suppliers. 

3 Norm Architects designed the beautifully 
ergonomic Bottle Grinder for their product 
range, Menu. With its dynamic form, reminiscent 
of a bottle, its powerful ceramic grinder is well 
equipped to grind herbs and spices, as well as salt 
and pepper. Available in Ash (pictured on right). 
www.simonjamesdesign.com

4 One of my all-time favourite furniture 
companies, Muuto, has recently produced 
a characterful new tea set by Jonas Wagell - 
hailed the ”world’s hottest young architect” 
by Wallpaper* magazine. This recent Swedish 
graduate’s Bulky Tea Set includes a teapot 
(pictured), sugar bowl, milk jug, cookie jar and tea 
cups. Avilable in yellow, grey and white.
www.corsodefiori.co.nz

5 The Flynn Dining Chair from Freedom is a stylish 
and affordable choice. Available in five on-trend 
colours: teal, red, black, mustard and grey (as 
pictured).
www.freedomfurniture.co.nz

6 The Washing Up Bowl, designed by Ole Jensen 
for Norman Copenhagen, won the Design Plus 
Award in 2002. Versatile in its many uses, it can 
also be used as storage for toys or even as an ice 
chiller for  champagne.
www.designdenmark.co.nz

7 Every kitchen ought to have champagne glasses 
in reserve for all those special occasions life 
brings. Ittalia offers a resolutely modern form, 
with this set of two glasses from the Essence 
collection.
www.simonjamesdesign.com

8 The Tommy Table comes from New Zealand 
design studio Nonn, headed by Cameron Foggo, 
designer and owner of Christchurch interiors 
and furniture store, Belle Interiors. Available in a 
choice of timbers and finishes. 
www.belleinteriors.co.nz

9 Kiwi design company Form & Fable hand crafts 
each and every one of their European Beech wood 
serving platters. Available in two widths, and a 
variety of lengths. Finished with canola oil, and 
suitable for serving cold meats, cheeses or sushi.
www.mildredandco.com
 
For the latest in stylish design and artisan made 
products, visit Christchurch based art and design 
blog, Mint, written and curated by Home Living 
editor, Majka Kaiser.
www.mintstylestudio.com
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Timothy John’s latest project, Paper Plane, 
is a designer’s haven of heavenly design 
objects and furniture, developed together 
with his interior designer wife, Krista. 
Located in Mount Manganui and, lucky for 
the rest of New Zealand, online too!

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Mexican 
multi-colour stripe canvas and leather 

camera strap made in NZ / Dog 
leash handmade from natural and 

recyclable materials in Louisiana / 
iPad case handmade from palm flax 

and leather in France and Marrakech 
/ Azalea print folding umbrella made 
in NZ / Montagnes Print from France 

/ Ceramic and cork tea set made in 
Portugal / Leather clutch/iPad case 

handmade in Israel //

Visit www.paperplane.co.nz to see 
more of their fabulous stock.

Homegrown design talent

Just 25 years old, super design talent Tim 
Webber has just launched his latest product, 
the Switch floor lamp. Quick to garner the 
well deserving attention around the country, 
he was named one of HOME’s 2013 Design 
Award finalists last month. Two years before, 
Tim’s furniture and lighting designs had 
already won him the attention of the nation 
when his Y-Stool and Ample pendant won him 
the opportunity to attend the world’s design 
event of the year in Milan, as winner of the 
Design Folio Incubator Award. This gave Tim 
the invaluable opportunity to rub shoulders 
with the design industry’s heavyweights, 
followed by a week’s internship at globally 
renowned furniture company Poliform. Later 
the same year, Tim’s Y-Stool took the Silver at 
New Zealand’s Best Awards.

Catching up with Tim two years after we 
first met at the launch of his first collection, 
we talked about his design ethos, what 
goes on behind the creative and production 
process and what’s next for this ambitious, 
yet incredibly down-to-earth designer.

It’s clear from Tim’s designs that he 
favours clean lines, functionality and high 
quality materials. So what was he most 
satisfied with in the latest edition to his 
already impressive product portfolio, the 
Switch lamp? “I feel like the balance and 

proportions of this product has worked 
out nicely. It seems to sit well poised while 
creating a great spread of light over a 
reading chair or sofa.”

Curious to discover how creatives in 
their respective fields navigate the creative 
process, Tim explains how it works for him. 
“The initial concept can come about in so 
many ways. Sometimes I see something 
completely unrelated and it sparks a 
thought of how to appropriate it to furniture, 
and other times I decide on the specific type 
of product I want to add to the range and do 
research and find inspiration with the type of 
product in mind.” 

Tim goes on to extrapolate, “My process 
always begins with sketches to get all ideas 
onto paper, then I usually 3D model the 
concepts on the computer where further 
development and proportions can be easily 
changed. Once I have a design which I think 
is feasible and that I’m happy with, I take 
the drawings to manufacturers to figure 
out construction and begin prototyping - if 
it’s not a product I can prototype in the 
workshop myself.”

Not many designers are makers, too, so 
Tim explains how important it is to have an 
open dialogue with trusted manufacturers. 
During the course of this part of the process 

it will soon become clear whether the design 
will be a viable option for the retail market. 
“Figuring out that retail price with retailers 
is often key to how successful a product 
will be for a business, no matter how good 
the design,” Tim stresses. From discussions 
with manufacturers about materials and 
production methods and processes, Tim 
soon has a good idea of what tweaks are 
necessary or whether he needs to go back 
to the drawing board. This creative process 
from start to finish may take only a matter of 
weeks or a whole year or more. 

And what lies in store for Tim now? 
Surprisingly, he already has six new pieces 
on the go for his next collection which he 
hopes, if all going well, will hit the shops 
within the next couple of months.

The Switch lamp by Tim Webber is 
available in a range of colours from John 
Cochrane (www.johncochrane.co.nz) here 
in Christchurch. For a full list of national and 
international stockists and more of Tim’s 
designs, visit www.timwebberdesign.com.

TOP: Tim in his design studio 
where all the magic happens to 
create award winning furniture 
designs, like his 'Switch' lamp 

(pictured next to his desk).


